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WFP Assistance 

 
Reintegration of 

persons affected 

by the conflict in 

Colombia 

PRRO 200708 

(2015 – 2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

 61.2 m 
24.7 m  
(40%) 

0.5 m 
(4%) 

*April– September 2016 

WFP's strategy in Colombia complements the 

government's peacebuilding efforts and aims to build 

government capacity by strengthening their social 

programmes to improve the food and nutrition 

security of conflict-affected populations. Based on 

the lessons learned and in consultation with the 

government, donors and other partners, WFP is 

reorienting its strategy from humanitarian relief to 

longer term recovery, resilience-building and  

capacity strengthening with a differentiated 

approach. 

 

To coordinate PRRO implementation, guarantee the 

complementarity of actions, and ensure the flow of 

information, WFP established a committee with 

government partners. A multi-donor trust fund 

(MDTF) has been set up to work with government’s 

social programmes in a coherent manner, for 

strengthening of their capacities through a wide 

range of food assistance tools. It also complements 

WFP's PRRO intervention and effectively contributes 

to the implementation of WFP's strategy in 

Colombia. 

 

WFP has adopted an innovative approach to assist 

displaced, confined and returnee populations. The 

CO supports small farmers by providing vulnerable 

populations with e-vouchers that are redeemed at 

farmers’ associations. WFP thus promotes the 

consumption of fresh nutritious foods and creates 

market opportunities for smallholder farmers. 

Additionally, through asset creation activities and 

trainings, WFP strengthens the resilience of 

communities affected by conflict and natural 

disasters. The government is particularly interested 

in this approach, which complements its post-conflict 

strategy. 

WFP's partners conduct trainings on topics such as 

gender equality (including women's and girls' rights, 

sexual and reproductive health, shared domestic 

responsibilities and violence against women) in 

addition to mainstreaming gender in all activities. 

Actions, such as organizing food distributions closer 

to the targeted communities and minimizing waiting 

time, resulted in higher participation of women. WFP 

activities seek to promote the leadership of women 

and their greater participation in oversight and 

accountability committees, in order to strengthen 

their role in decision making in project 

implementation. Organizational strengthening 

workshops are conducted to reinforce the capacity of 

women. 

 

 

Strengthening 

Government Capacities 

to improve FSN  

MDTF 200781 

(2015 – 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received (in 

USD) 

 

1,236,262 1,236,262 

 

 

Highlights 

 WFP assisted 6,800 people from indigenous and 

Afro-Colombian communities in Chocó, one of the 

most conflict-affected provinces. This strategy 

seeks to improve the food security of vulnerable 

families affected by forced displacement or 

extreme poverty, and stabilise economic 

conditions. WFP supported community orchards for 

the cultivation of traditional foods and trainings to 

strengthen social organizations.  

 

 In the framework of the Protection and Peace- 

building project, WFP is assisting women affected 

by gender based violence, and will promote citizen 

participation in planning activities led by regional 

authorities, to prepare the territories for a post-

conflict scenario.  

 

 

In Numbers 
6,000,000  people displaced  

600,000     people in need of food assistance 

56,000       people assisted  

       March 2016 

 

Credit: Photo © WFP/ Mike Bloem 
Caption: Wayúu indigenous people planting 
vegetables in community orchards in La Guajira 
Province.   
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Donors 

USA, Switzerland, Canada, Germany, Private Donors 

 

 

Operational Updates 

Despite the significant progress made in the peace 

process, the conflict in Colombia continues to affect 

populations. In response to the Government’s request, 

WFP assisted recently displaced people through in-kind 

food and cash-based transfers. In the regions bordering 

with Venezuela, WFP assisted deported families. In 

Cordoba and Pasto, WFP assisted recently displaced 

families who arrived at capitals and medium-size cities.   

 

WFP prioritized recovery assistance to ethnic minorities 

and rural populations who returned to their lands or 

were resettled in other regions. WFP supported 

activities such as recovery of degraded soils and 

production of fruits and vegetables for self-

consumption and the sale of surplus products. In Norte 

de Santander, returnee communities were supported in 

the maintenance of community orchards. They also 

participated in awareness trainings on anti-personnel 

mines, as a protective measure before installation of 

the protective fences in high risk lands. In Cauca 

province, families strengthened their capacities in 

processing of dairy products.    

 

Populations in the provinces of Caquetá and Nariño 

redeemed WFP e-vouchers at small farmer's 

associations and bought fresh foods. Marketing and 

organizational capacities of small farmers were 

strengthened in the process. In Nariño, more than 

1,000 WFP participants purchased fresh foods.  

School feeding activities were implemented in 

Putumayo, a department bordering Ecuador. WFP 

complemented the government’s School Feeding 

Programme by providing one meal per day to 10,500 

school-age children in 50 boarding schools. Keeping 

children in schools helps prevent their recruitment and 

exploitation by armed groups.   

 

Challenges 

Clashes between illegal armed groups in the northern 

part of Chocó, near the border with Panamá, caused 

the displacement of indigenous and Afro-Colombian 

communities. In the municipality of Bajo Baudó, over 

130 families were displaced from rural areas, and are 

living in a shelter.  At least 1,500 people in the region 

have mobility restrictions and are at risk of forced 

displacement (OCHA). For security reasons, WFP 

couldn’t enter the area to assist the affected 

communities. Food distribution and related activities 

have been rescheduled for April.  

 

Special Preparedness Activity 
WFP launched a Special Preparedness Activity in the 

context of El Niño, with the aim of enhancing 

government capacity to assess needs in affected 

territories, and supporting institutions in creation of 

Early Warning Systems. The following activities were 

carried out: development of emergency needs 

assessment methodologies at household and 

community levels, and their adaptation to the 
Colombian context; training of national consultants; 

review of the Early Warning System needs with local 

governments. Training of local partners is planned for 

April.  
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

With a Gini index of 0.05, Colombia ranks 19th among 

the world's most unequal countries. Despite the 

government's social investments, many regions, 

particularly rural areas, still suffer from high poverty, 

inadequate service delivery and few economic 

opportunities. Colombia is ranked 92 out of 186 

countries in gender inequality. Colombia’s population 

suffers from chronic malnutrition and anaemia as well as 

obesity and over-nutrition. The fifty-year old armed 

conflict has affected 7 million people and displaced 6 

million. In 2014, the government registered 400,000 

internally displaced persons (IDPs). The conflict 

disproportionately affects vulnerable ethnic minorities. 

Over 95 percent of IDPs are food insecure compared to 

the 43 percent national average.  In 2015, an additional 

1.2 million people were affected by natural disasters. 

WFP’s presence in Colombia is a result of the instability 

associated with the conflict and gaps in coverage within 

the Government’s assistance programmes. The 

Government requested WFP’s continued support to 

assist through a two-pronged strategy: (i) relief and 

recovery support to the populations affected by the 

conflict that is expected to end in 2016, as a result of 

the ongoing peace process; and (ii) capacity 

development and technical assistance in food and 

nutrition security. The Colombian Government and the 

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) could 

not meet the deadline of 23 March for signing the peace 

agreement, as they failed to agree on key issues, such 

as reintegration and security of the disarmed fighters, 

as they move from an insurgent army to a political 

organization. The parties reiterated they will make all 

possible efforts to reach a final agreement in 2016. WFP 

is well positioned to respond to the emerging needs and 

complement government’s efforts, in close coordination 

with the UN system.  

 

WFP has been present in Colombia since 1969. 
 

Contact info: Adriana Bello (Adriana.Bello@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Deborah Hines 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/colombia   

Chronic malnutrition: 13.2% of 

children aged 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

91 out of 187 

Income Level: Upper middle-
income 

Population: 48,600,000 
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